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Highly educated and ready to
mingle? Log on

A slew of websites caters to matchmaking needs of lITians, [IMians and others with high
educational qualifications
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Akhil Parameshwaran, a 28-year-old Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT) graduate with a foreign master’s
degree, is not averse to his parents’ suggestion that
he get married to someone within the community. But
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PIL, MHRD fail to deter PSUs
from IIT-1IM hirings

IIM Bill goes in the cold
storage

Scaling up in e-commerce a
bigger challenge, say
entrepreneurs

Start-ups give fillip to B-
school placements

he has one condition: His life partner must have a
similar educational background.

The task proved easier than pie, as a simple search on
the internet helped him locate websites that catered
specifically to people like him who were looking for
partners with high educational qualifications.
Parameshwaran has already received two or three
proposals from IITans.

Take, for example, Premium Matrimony, whose three
founders launched a beta version amid their
batchmates from Indian Institute of Management (1IM)
Bangalore. The website, which currently has 300-plus
profiles, is growing. The founders said non-resident
Indian students and professionals formed a significant
part of the client base.

The founders said the aim of the portal was to offer a
platform to highly educated professionals, especially
girls who found it difficult to find grooms of their
choice because of the popular obsession for fair, tall
and pretty brides, no matter what their educational
qualifications.

Same is the case with IITIIMShaadi.com, which was
launched in April 2014. Founder Ajay Gupta says the
eligibility criteria for opening an account is masters,
management, engineering and law degrees.

“Individuals have to send us a scanned copy of their
education certificates for final registrations to take
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place. Right now it is free, but we might look at a fee
when we have a sufficient database,” Gupta adds.

Since authenticity of information is crucial for
websites looking at educational standards as their
differentiator, Premium Matrimony goes in for a
stringent verification process.

Premium Matrimony says it has been getting profiles

of students from marquee global institutes and will

soon include all top foreign universities to the regular
registration process.

Websites have sprung up for dating, too. DatellTians.com, which has now been relaunched
as COGXIO.com, caters to students in around 1,000 top institutes across the world,
including the IIMs and IITs. Users get to choose from prospective partners in top
companies.

Layak Singh, CEO and co-founder of COGXIO, says there are interactive group platforms
that are unique for each institute or company; people can interact privately as well.

Based on interactions and interests over 15 preceding days, the system uses machine
learning, big data and psychology techniques to recommend the top five best matches to
the user.

“COGXIO allows its users to go for outing, dinner, party, event, movie, adventure or
anything that makes their relation more meaningful on the website itself. So, we make
them #BEINLOVE forever in real life,” Singh says.

Users on these portals don't seem to be complaining. ‘Being Jain’, a 28-year-old
Massachusetts Institute of Technology graduate who would only give his online handle,
says rather than meeting prospective matches offline who might or might not be
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compatible, he could interact freely with girls from a similar background for a longer period
before taking a leap. “Once you are wedded to a wrong match, things cannot be reversed.
We at least have the option to interact with several prospects who are well educated,
before taking a final decision,” he says.

That is music to the ears of these websites.

i < Dear Reader,

Business Standard has always strived hard to provide up-to-date information and
commentary on developments that are of interest to you and have wider political and
economic implications for the country and the world. Your encouragement and constant
feedback on how to improve our offering have only made our resolve and commitment to
these ideals stronger. Even during these difficult times arising out of Covid-19, we continue to
remain committed to keeping you informed and updated with credible news, authoritative
views and incisive commentary on topical issues of relevance.

We, however, have a request.

As we battle the economic impact of the pandemic, we need your support even more, so that
we can continue to offer you more quality content. Our subscription model has seen an
encouraging response from many of you, who have subscribed to our online content. More
subscription to our online content can only help us achieve the goals of offering you even
better and more relevant content. We believe in free, fair and credible journalism. Your
support through more subscriptions can help us practise the journalism to which we are
committed.

Support quality journalism and subscribe to Business Standard.

Digital Editor

First Published: Sat, September 13 2014. 23:15 IST
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The government has laid out the right
protocol for the Covid vaccination drive.
Now let the private sector get on with the

job
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